Life in Colonial America: A Digital Story
By Stephanie Giannacio
Grade 5, TMS

Background
Students have learned factual information about Colonial America (i.e. regions, colonies, famous people, places, and events, etc.).  This project will build on their knowledge of Colonial American times and provide them the opportunity to envision and experience what it was like to live during this time period in history.

Objectives
· To research and analyze what life was like in Colonial American times;

· To create a digital story (in the iMovie program) based on Colonial American life in a particular region;

· To collaborate with group members; and
· To use technology in new, innovative ways
Materials
· Lap-Top Computers

· Social Studies Textbook

· LCD Projector

· iMovie Program (MAC Computer)

Procedures
1. After completing all lessons and projects from Unit 3: The Colonies, students will be introduced to the culminating project: to create a digital story portraying what life was like during Colonial American times.

2. Introduction Activity: Learning partners will define digital story in their own words.  A whole class discussion on a digital story will follow.

a. A Digital Story is using computer-based tools to tell stories.  Digital stories focus on a topic and a point of view.  They usually contain pictures, text, sound, video clips, and music, and vary from 2 minutes to 10 minutes long.  (This information was adapted from: http://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/.)

b. Using the LCD projector, show students the website listed above (http://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/) and play the video clip.
3. Introduce the Assignment: If we are researching what life was like in Colonial America, what types of information are you are interested/curious to find?  (The following is a possible list to create with the students.)  Pictures/Video Clips of:

a. Jobs (farm life, specialties, women)

b. Transportation

c. Clothing Style/Fashion (men, women, and children)

d. Schools

e. Traditions

f. Religion

g. Famous People and Places

h. Architecture

i. Children’s Games

j. Famous Works of Art

4. In groups of 3, student groups will choose a colony region: the New England (North), Middle Atlantic (Central), or Southern colonies.  (The teacher will ensure a variety of regions were selected throughout the class.)  

a. In groups, students will use the following websites to find at least 10 pictures according to their region and the topics mentioned above.  (Students are to create a folder on the computer’s desktop to store pictures.)
i. http://www.flickr.com/
ii. http://photobucket.com/
iii. http://picasa.google.com/
iv. http://ushistoryimages.com
v. Google: Images
b. Use the following websites for Colonial American music:

i. http://www.earlyamerica.com/music/
ii. http://www.contemplator.com/america/
c. Once each group has a folder full of pictures and music, they are to use iMovie to create a digital story of the Colonial region in which they researched.

d. Student groups create a script to go along with the show and then will record voiceovers to describe each of the pictures on the “movie.”

5. Presentations: Each group will present their digital story to the class (using the LCD projector).  The audience will take notes on any interesting information they noticed or learned (for the closure activity).

6. Closure Activity: Independently record answers to the following questions on your notes sheet:
a. What did you learn about life in the colonies?  

b. Which region would you prefer to live?  Why?

7. Learning partners will share their responses with one another.  A whole class discussion will follow.

8. Finally students will respond to a learning log based on this type of activity, which the teacher will collect.  (Questions include: Did you enjoy creating a digital story?  Why or why not?  Would you like to do something like this in the future?  With what other topics could you create a digital story?)

Assessment
· Group Cooperation

· Final Project: Digital Story

· Presentation

· Notes Sheet: Interesting Facts learned

· Learning Log
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· 3.3 (D-1,2,3,4,6,8)

· 3.4 (A-1,2,3,6, B-3,4)

· 3.5 (B-5,7)

· 6.4 (D-1,2,3,4)
